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P e w  ODernbercj of tbe matrone’ 

GounciI. 
MISS MABEL THURSTON. 

Lady &perin&ndenf, Christchurch Hospital, 
N e w  Zeala?td. 

The International Council of Trained Nurses 
is bringing the nurses bf the m7orld into personal 
as well as professional touch with one another, 
and the Matrons’ Council of Great Britaid and 
I r e l a n d ,  t h e  
S o ci e t y which 
took the initiative 
in 1899 in forming 
it, welcomes most 
cordially to meni- 
b e r s h i p  t h e  
Matrons of train- 
ing schoob for 
nurses in our 
splendid and pro- 
gressive Domi- 
nions beyond the 
seas. 

M i s s  M a b e l  
Thurston, Lady 
Superintendent of 
C h r i s t  e h  u rch  
H o  s p it a 1, was 
elected at the Bir- 
mingham meet- 
ing, and the ac- 
companying pic- 
ture gives us a 
nurse - like pre- 
sentment of her 
in white uniform 
and the original 
“ Bart’s ” cap.. 

Upon amvmg 
in New Zealand 
frbm England in 
the  year 1900, 
Miss T h u r s t o n  
was deeply in- 
t e r e s t e d  i n  
learning of the de- 
mand % for nurses, 
and in the dis- 
;cussions which 
were then taking 
place on the State 
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later of the women’s surgical wards. In 
March, 1906, i\Iiss Thurston became Matron of 
the G r a p o u t h  Hospital on the west coast, a 
gold and coal mining district, containing 60 
beds, and in 1908 she was promoted to the im- 
portant charge of the Chiistchurch Rospitnl, CL 
position she still holds. I This wiill-organised 
hospitnl coatailis 140 beds, ani1 iwo ~iew J V W U P ~ B ,  
riich holding 30 beds, 81‘0 to be opuncd early in 
the New Year. The aursiiip stnft! of 70 also 

Misa MABEL THURSTON, 
Lad9 Superintendent, Christehurclr. Hoxpitul, New Zealuud. 

Registration question. (The Bill became law 
two yea.rs later). 

She therefore entered the Wellington Hos- 
pital for training in 1901, and a t  the end of 
the third year obtained the hospital’s oertifi- 
cate, and, having passed the State esamina- 
tion, was registered. Subsequently she was 
appointed Sister of the operating theatre, and 

iiurses n smn- 
torium for coil- 
sumption. I n  the 
near future, ac- 
cwding to the 
provisions of a 
‘11 e w Hospitals 
A c t  r e c e n t l y  
passed in N e  mr 
Zealand, several 
other charitable 
institutions, which 
will Collie under 
the control of the 
Board of Nanage- 
iiient, will require 
to be staffed from 
11 11 r s e s trained 
at  the Christ- 
church Hospi t al. 

Miss Thurston 
takes ail active 
interest in the 
organisation o f 
her profession, and 
is EL meniber of 
the Council of 
the Christchurch 
Branch of the 
N e w  Z e a l a n d  
Trained Nurses’ 
A s s o c i a t i on, 
fornied in 1908, 
and which has 
1)cen such an uii- 
qualified succesfi. 
Inilcted, we hope 
i t 111 n y b e 
nffilinted to the 
Inber n a t  i o  n n 1 
Council of Nurfies 
at Cologne in1912. 

From l i u i  Tiaki, the official organ of the 
New Zealand nurses, we learn with interest of 
wonderful progress in every direction, and 
with State Registration in force, this is only 
to be espectecl, because in all other countLies 
the recognition and goveimnent of nurses by 
t,he State has been follo~ved by marked im- 
provernen ts. 
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